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1 September 29, 1739, 


WES Had the Pleaſure. of your Let- 
ter relating to your Scheme 
for a Plantation Coinage.“ I 

perceived by the Votes of the 

| | Houſe of Commons laſt Sef- - 

fions, their Intention in ke next to exa- 

mine into the State of the Coin and Cur- 
rency in thoſe Parts. Never did any Plan- 
tation Affair ſtand in more need of a Par- 

liamentary Enquiry. oo þ 


As you defire my Obſervations in rela- 
tion to the Coin and Currency that has 
affed, and is now paſling, in the Leeward 
_— I ſuppoſe you intend not only to 
lay open ſuch Frauds as have been intro- 

. ; | A 2 | | duced 3 


=> 


© duced the rv, bur Tack 40 as lus Sn 8 
. N in any of the Plantations, in order, 
from the Miſchiefs occaſioned thereby to 
3 the Properties of his Majeſty's Subjects, to 
-- Induce the Parliament to ordain one en- 


non Currency to be obferved 1 in them all. 


AN Tarcation ſo cenſor ſhall not 5 
want any Lights: it is in — to give 


you. . ff 4 


A Deſign ſo . claims the Aſſiſt- 


| ance of all who have the real Proſperity 
of: the BririÞ- Plantations at Heart, and 


wiſh to ſee the Fortunes of Men encreaſed 


by the honeſt Arts of Merchandiſe, and 


: vor by ſuch as both prophane the Name, 


require rather ent than En- 


ee 


THEY 7 of _— 33 Brink and 


Bare 2, mind too that the Hritiſs Merchant, 
after he has ventured his Property abroad, 


and; truſted conſiderable Sums to the Plan- 
ters, for the mutual Advantage of both, 
ſhould at laſt be ſure e nn according 


to his Contract, muſt . De- 
ſign: For, as Matters now . = 


you will perceive eee he pA not ſe- 


eure, but muſt depend upon the Honour 
— ener of the Perſon he deals with 


(notwith- 
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2 a Stop be put to the le 
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| (notwichſtanding any ſpecifick Agreſnent 


Currency, or perhaps in Money that has | 


been raifed between the Contract and Day 
of Payment, if he is obliged to ſue for his 
Debt. Such has been, and ſuch. may be, 


His precarious Conditio 


Variation in the 
Coin, and to the Option of the Debtor te 
pay in ſuch Currency as he thinks moſt 


adyantagious to himſelf. 


TILL Matters are brought to this Iſſue, 
tis Utterly vain to expect that Commerce 
can thorougly flouriſh, or the Dealings of 
Men be upon any equitable Footing. How 
ſhould they, where Money, the Meaſure 
of them, is in a wretched fluctuating Con- 
fon 5; 0150 fot odor 


| a NOTHING ought to be WW faxed S nd 
invariable than Money 3 nor has any thing 


been more ſo than the. Standard of che 


Coin of this Kingdom for a Century and a 


Half laſt pal 


| paſt. Upon this Principle chiet- 
ly did the Trade of England riſe to the 
higheſt Pitch of Greatneſs; and Money, 


y 
ya pies of it, todkeits Reſidence in 
ſuch Plenty amongſt us. By acting upon 
2 contrary Principle, 4 Rival and 
Neighbouring Nation a long while defirozs 


wy. 
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her Commerce, and defraud her People of 


the Value of their Commodities. 


A few wicked Implements of Power, 


perhaps, all the while gained by the frau- 


| dulent Var iations . of her Money 75 but, at 5 


genious Author of that Nation tells us) 


they have altered their Meaſures, and 


their Coin has been fixed, and the Bal- 
lance of their Trade againſt England and 
Holland, has encreaſed ſo very faſt ever 


| fince, as to amount, at a Medium, to nine 

per Cent. I hope he is miſtaken. This 
ſufficiently proves the Badneſs of her for- 

mer Meaſures; and I mention it pe, to 
ow 


ſhew, by a neceſſary Conſequence, h 
deſtructive the like muſt be to the general 


Good of any Place, and that no greater 
Misfortune can well happen to the publick 
| Intereſt of a Country, than the permitting 


the leaſt Variation in their Coin. It is in- 


troductory of ſuch a Variety of Frauds as 


are above the Compaſs of a Letter to re- 
VI 


As I intend to ſtate all the Facts and in- 


terweave certain Proofs as I go on, that 
muſt carry a Conviction with them, Tam 


apt to think it will produce ſome Aﬀoniſh- 


ment 
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ment even in you who are acquainted with 


the Plantations, to ſee that ſuch pernicious 


Practices have remained ſo long unanimad- 
verted upon: By which a few particular 
| Men. have raiſed or augmented their For- 
tunes, by committing Depredations upon 
the Eſtates of others, and injur ing the ge- 
neral Intereſt of the Colony they live in. 
It is to me inconceivable, that the Inhabi- 
tants of any Colony dependant upon the 

State of Britain, could imagine thoſe 
Things ſhould be tolerated in them, which 
are ſo miſchievous in their Nature, and ſo 
thorougly exploded in their Mother Coun- 
try: But when it comes to be known, that 
all this has been brought about directly in 
the Face of an Act of Parliament of the 
5th of Queen Ann, that wiſely ſettled a 
Samene /s of Currency in all the Plantations, 
and againſt an expreſs Inſtruction of the 
Crown, commanding the ſaid Act to be 
duly. obſerved, I am: apt to think it will 
produce a Queſtion or two, As, how 
* came an Act of Parliament of ſuch Con- 
* ſequence, to be ſo: totally diſregarded 
<< in the Leeward Iſlands? And whether it 
may not be of ſome Importance to this 
Kingdom, that Her Acts of Parliament 
*© be better obeyed in that Government, 
and the reſt-of her Plantations, for the 
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to accompliſh only goo r: 
| Poles. The Force of Example, I fee,” has 
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THESE Matters will I endeavour to lay 


open to you in my next Letter, without 

the leaſt Rancor as to Perſons. It is 
Things I want to have reformed, rather 
than Perſons to be cenſured or puniſhed, 


who have either co-operated in bringing 
chem about, or protected them when they 
were deſired to reform them. e 


THEN, Sir, will be ſeen the various 


' Wounds the Infraftions&fthat Act muſt 
bave given to the Properties of e 
which otherwiſe I am apprehenſiye would 


not be publickly known in England. 
| CAN the Legiſlature, without this, of ; 


ſome ſuch Light, know that. they are 


grown too inveterate for any other Cure 
t a parliamentary one; and that only 
the Power of Parliament will be able to 


| ſearch the Sore to the Bottom, and work 


2 radical Cure?! 

IN the mean time give me Leave to ex- 
preſs my great Satisfaction to ſee a Man, 
Ltave ſo long been acquainted with, em- 

ploy his Time ſo uſefullto his Fellow 
Zitizens, and perſevere in his Sollicitations 

or national Pur- 


not 


not had any Effect on you, to induce you 
to a contrary. Practice: For, let Men ſay: 
what they will, it is certainly diſhoneſt to 
let out the Skill and Parts Nature may. 
have endowed us with, to defend Schemes 
and Projects, whether good or bad, 
or to circumvent, by the Management of 
Evidence, or Suppreſſion of it, a parliamen- 
tary Cure for a national Evil, whenever ſuch 
a Matter comes to be the Subject of Enquiry. 


BUT it is time to have done, that I may 
the ſooner perform my Promiſe, and con- 
vince you how very ready I am to obey 


N * 


your Commands: 
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80 2 . 5 5 * e 80 . 0 anibaphti's, Weis, 
and Montſerrat, are known by 
7 0 4% the Name of the Leeward Iſlands. 
er Kind WS 9) Theſe have one chief Gover- 
| webe nor, but diſtinct Aﬀemblies ; 
10 that the Laws of one Iſland do pot bind 
= the other. To make a Law to bind theſe 
=—_ four Iſlands, it is requiſite to have a gene- 
1 8 3 7 5 ral Aſſembly of them all; and a Law 
mauaade by this general Aſſembly, will bind 


the Whole, and no one Iſland afterwards 
can abrogate che ſame. "Ih | 
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THERE has been no oak Aſſembly 
of cheſe Hlands ſince (@) 1705 to this Day, 
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Sa x4 
W E „ 
ee e ONSET 


- 1 , 3 Q 
„ TN IS... 2 Kg 
wo KA Iv IIS Str 2 dy 
a Rs KS 2 
* 5 


Ha 
9 "2 4 2 
5 


5 7 . 
4 2 * DA 
R 2 
- * 5 WE” e 
+ 84% x i Sy 
= " 5 = 
- = ys. 
z * 
. WES 
2 Aw + 
a 1 


„ ) | 
and hats one en Law that ever ns | 
* their Currency A 


WHEN I 17 peak of Currency DO che | 
Addition of in you will pleaſe to ob- 
ſerve, I. always mean the \ alue - that is 
put on Sugar, Rum, Cotton, and other 
Commodities, the Growth of the Leeward 
Hands, which is called Currency there in 
Contradiſtinction to Gold and Silver; far 


| there is no ſuch thing as Paper 2 ABA: i 5 
. Leeward Illands. | | 


THE general Law that PIT the 
Currency of the Silver Coin, paſs'd in 
(5) 1694, and was Ae e 9 
oy reno. 3 
IT may be edle A to let you 
| pax) the Laws made in the Leeward 
Hands are in Force (c) *till they are re- 
jetted at home; yet, when they have re- 
ceived the Roya Aſſent, they are not to 
Ne altered or repealed! abroad, by any ſub- 
equent Act whatſoever, without a Clauſe 
ſuſpending their being in Force till the 
Pleaſure of the Crown be known. f 


— 


(3) Antigua Collect. p. 4. Law, Numb. 12. 
() Inſtruction, 8 — 


B _ Thus. 


„ Crown, ſhall be current and paſs for 6 5. 


IH Us much I think proper to mention 
of the Nature and Conſtitution of that Go- 
vernment, that you may ſee in one View 


8 5 e | | 


5 Meno Act of the Governor, Council and Aſ- 


ſembly in one Iſland, could ſince legally 
alter the Currency of the Coin that had 


been ſettled by the Authority of the 


Whole; nor any Power, but that of a 
ſubſequent general Aſſembly, whoſe Act 


muſt firſt be aſſented to by the Crown, 


before it ought to have Force, becauſe it 


was repealing a Law that had received the 


\ Royal Aſſent. As no general Aſſ 1 87 has 


ever repealed the Law of 1694, the legal 
Currency of the Leeward Iſlands Coin, to 


this Day, muſt be according to the Act 


of 1694. That you may know what each 
Piece of Money was to be current ny 


that AQ, I have tranſcribed the Clauſe . 


that ſettled the ſame. 


Coin, how current (d) AND it is hereby 
by a general Law enacted by the cron 


confirmed. Palled * aforeſaid, * That eac| 
IP. < Piece of Eight af Se- 
* ville, Mexico and Pillar, and each French 


(a Antigua Collect. p. 4. Law Numb. 12. 5 
. current 


4 | 


te current Money; a Peru Piece of Eight 
at 5's. and all Monies whatſoever be Pro- 
e portionably rated, except the Eighth Part 
* of a Peru Piece of Eight, commonly 
called, a Seven-pence Half. penny, ſhall 
<© be current and paſs for Nine-pence, any 
Law, Cuſtom or Uſage to the contrary: 
© notwithſtanding.” Ee. 


| AND the ſame Law made itFelony ARES 
out Benefit of Clergy, to clip, lighten, or 


impair any of the Species of Money therein 
mentioned, or any other Moncy current in the 


Leeward lands. 


UP ON this Footing ſtood the Currency 
of the Coin in the Leeward I/lands *tll 
1704, when divers indirect (e) Practices 
were repreſented to the Crown, of the dif- 


ferent Rates at which the ſame Species of 
Foreign Coins paſſed in the ſeveral Colo- 


nies and Plantations in America, by which 
Means, cunning and artful Men drew the 
Money from one Plantation to another, 
to their own particular Gain and Advan- 
tage, but to the Prejudice of the Trade of 
the Whole. 15 


*. * * 


(e) See the Preamble of the Act of the 6th of Q. Ann. 
Alſo the Proclamation. | 
TO 


4 


— 


| 7 5 0 14.) ; 


7 O remedy theſe Grievances, her late 
Majeſty Queen Ann, after the principal 


{| 


Officers of the Mint had laid before Her a 


Table of the Sterling Value of the ſeveral 


Foreign Coins, which uſually paſs'd in 
Payments in the Plantations according to 
their Weight, and the Aſſays made of 
them, iffued Her Royal Proclamation, 
dated the 18th of June, 1704, regulating 


the Currency of each individual Piece in 


all the Plantations, which will beſt appear 


by the following Table. 


Fase 


4 Ta ABLE 15 Plantation Can, bow current 5 EE Feb Cs 
the Proclamation and. foe All 1 the 6th of wow. 1 3 
8 Ann. | 7 5 exceed. 
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Seville Bec of Eight old Plate — 
Ditto, new Plate — — — 
' Mexico Pieces of Ei b. „———: Je ED, 
„% ———— 

Peru Pieces of Eig t, Sil Plate 

Croſs Dollar. — — 

Ducatoons of Flanders — CT —— 

Ect's of France, or Silver Lewis-—_m———— 

Cruſadoes of Portugal —— - 
I bree Guilder Pieces of Holland 
Old Rix Dollars of the Empire 
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der ſevere Penalties. 


TO TH I'S Law was obeyed in Barbado 5 
| and -all Places AC firſt, and Ou ht to haye 


7k 


Ci) | 


THE Proclamation. dire&s, That the 


Half Quarters, and other Parts, are to 
paſs in Proportion to their Denominations, 
and light Pieces in Proportion to their Weight, 
a moſt excellent Rule for Money in gene- 


. 


i en of Queen: i an Act of 


— 


Parliament paſſed to enforce the Proclama- 


tion, and actually ge N it Word 
for Word, and ordains it to be obeyed un- 


cept where the Crown hath thought fit 


ſince to alter the Currency, either by a 
Proclamation, or by aſſenting to ſome Act 


of Aſſembly for that Purpoſe; for there is 
a Proviſo in the 6th of Queen Ann, re- 
ſerving that Power to the Crown: But as 
no ſuch Law: or Proclamation has paſſed 
or iſſued with regard to Barbados, the 
Leeward lands, or Famaica (which com- 
prehend all our Sugar Iſlands) the legal 


Currency of their Coin cannot exceed the 


' Proportions eſtabliſhed by the Act of the 


6th of Queen Ann. wo 


* 


14374 


80 far hath the Crown been from gi- 
ving any Countenance to the difregarding 
that Law, that there are many Inſtances 
of the Zeal and Care of its Miniſters to en- 
force à due Obedience to it, and to — 1 


mand any Infractions of that Act permitec 
or connived at by the Governors, in the 
Plantations. One eminent Inſtance of this 
was while Lord Carteret was Seeretary of 
State, in the Caſe of Jamaica; where the 
People had raiſed their Money (nothing 
like what has happened in 8 Leeward 
Hands) by agreeing to tender and receive 
Money at an uncertain Weight, and at Six 

Shillings and Three-pence the Piece of 
Eight; his Lordſhip thereupon writes 
to his Grace of Portland, then Governor, 
by his Majeſty's Command, and tells him 
in a Letter dated October 22. 1722. 


te THAT theſeArticlesof () Complaint 
s deferve his Grace's moſt ſerious Confi- 
«« deration, and that the King directs his 
« Grace to uſe his utmoſt Care to ſee pro- 
per Remedies applied That the Frade 
and Credit of the Iſland will be loſt if 


SJ 8 8 ** 
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½), There had been a Repreſentation of ſome Merchants 
againſt it. | e | 
. & “ 


it 
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TH E Proclamation. directs, That the 
Half Quarters, and other Parts, are to 
pals in Proportion to their Denominations, 
and light Pieces in Proportion to their Weight, 
A e Rule for Money in gene- 


043% 


THE 6th of Queen Ann, an Act of 
Parliament paſſed to enforce the Proclama- 
tion, and actually incorporates it Word 
for Word, and ordains it to be obeyed un- 
eeatiess. 


I HIS Law was obeyed in Barbados 
and all Places at firſt, and ought to haye 
been ſo to this Day in every Colony, ex- 
cept where the Crown hath thought fit 
ſince to alter the Currency, either by a 
Proclamation, or by aſſenting to ſome Act 
of Aſſembly for that Purpoſe; for there is 
a Proviſo in the 6th of Queen Ann, re- 
ſerving that Power to the Crown: But as 
no ſuch Law or Proclamation has paſſed 
or iſſued with regard to Barbados, the 

Leeward lands, or Famaica (which com- 
 prehend all our Sugar Iſlands) the legal 
Currency of their Coin cannot exceed the 
Proportions eſtabliſhed by the Act of the 
v fm +: m 
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80 far hath the Crown been from gi- 
ving any Countenance to the difregarding 
that Law, that there are many Inſtances 
of the Zeal and Care of its Miniſters to en- 


force a due Obedience to it, and to 
mand any Infractions of that Act permitec 
or connived at by the Governors, in the 
Plantations. One eminent Inſtance of this 
was while Lord Carteret was Secretary of 
State, in the Caſe of Famaica; where the 


* 
* 
* * I 
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People had raiſed their Rwy. (nothing 


like what has happened in the Leeward 
Hands) by agreeing to tender and receive 
Money at an uncertain Weight, and at Six 
Shillings and Three-pence the Piece of 
Eight; his Lordſhip thereupon writes 


to his Grace of Portland, then Governor, 


dy his Majeſty's Command, and tells him 


in a Letter dated October 22. 1722. 
THA theſe Articles of (f) Complaint 


& deſerve his Grace'ꝰs moſt ſerious Confi- 
«« deration, and that the King directs his 


« Grace to uſe his utmoſt Care to ſee pro- 


rand Credit of the Iſland will be loſt if 


——— 
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% There had been a Repreſentation of ſome Merchants 
againſt it, Coe ö 


I's 


( 18 ) ; 
© the Variation of the Coin be not recti- 
« fied. It is, ſays his Sy, . 

„ Attempt that thoſe who adviſed it have 8 

«« undertaken, being expreſly contrary to the 
« Att of the 6th of Queen Ann, and your 

«« 47th Inſtruction, which he tells him, he 
«©. is commanded to repeat to him, ſhould 


Io obviate all Excuſes likewiſe in the 


Governors of the Leeward Iſlands, for not 
cauſing it to be complied with in their 
Government, a Royal Inſtruction has been 
given them from Time to Time to oblige 
them to take care the Act be moſt punc- 
tually obeyed. Barbados, I am told, ob- 
ſerves the Law to this Day, and has ſuf- 
fered greatly by their Caſh being drain'd 
from them, by the People of the Leeward 
TIands Nonobſervance of the ſame : who 
Have, for a conſiderable. Time, drawn away 
from Barbados a great Part of their light 
Money, as it is there purchaſed by Weight, 
and paſſed amongſt the Leeward Iſlands by 
Tale, till of late they have contrived to 
| 7 "jak down their heavy Money alſo, now 
paſſes by Weight at the advanced Rate 
of Three-pence Half-penny per Grain. 


AT what Time they firſt found Means 
to lay the ſaid Ad totally aſide, I cannot 
1 e exactly 


(19) 
exactly let forth, nor is it very material ; 
hut it ſeems to me to have been between 
the Years 1713 and 171 5s becauſe it ap- 
pears by the Journals of the Council of 
Antigua, that on the 27th of April, 1713, 
General Douglaſs laid a Letter from the 
Board of Trade before them, dated the 2d 
of May, 1712, directing the ſaid Act of the 
6th of Queen Ann, to be put in Execu- 
tioh throughout the Government. Whereup- 
on he asked the Advice of his Council, 
how to conduct himſelf therein? and they 
deſired he would make no Alteration in 
the Coin, meaning, as I apprehend, only 
the ſmall Pieces, becauſe they ſay, great 
Pieces of Eight, &c. have been, and ſtill 
are, always taken by Weight ; that 1s, 
according to the Proclamation : So 
that it ſeems to me, by this Minute 
of Council, the Currency of the Coin 
went according to the Act of 'the 6th of 
Queen Am in 1713, except as to ſmall 
Pieces, commonly called Bits, and Half 
Bits. As the Inſtruction about Coin to the 
Governors of the Leeward I/lands,' eſtab- 
lifhes ſome material Facts, I have tranſ- 
cribed it verbatim. e 


„ WHEREAS we Int. N. 38. to put 
have been inform- he A of thebtbof Q, 
r ed, that a Procla- Ann in Execution, 


i 4 8 


* mation, dated the 18th of June, 1704, 
* and the Act paſſed in the 6th Year of 

* thee Tave Maielty's Rela vhcitied, ar 
Alt for aſcertaining the Ratts of Foreign 
Coins in her Majefty's Plantations in Ame- 
* Fca,havenot been obſerved in any Degree 
% by our Subjects under your Government, 
to the great Prejudice of our Trade 
and Intereſt of Barbados, and other 
«© Places, that have paid Obedience to the 
& ſaid Act, it is our Will and Pleaſure, 
* and we do particularly require and com- 
mand, that you take all poſſible Care 
20 that the ſaid Act be duly obſer ved and 

5 put in Execution ; and ieee ſhalt 
* not permit any Act or Order to paſs in 
| © thoſe our Iſlands, whereby the Price and 
„ Falue of the current Coin within your Go- 
«« vernment, whether it be Foreign or be- 
yo longing to our Dominions, may be altered 
*© without our particular Order or Direc- 
ones The lame.” 


_ THIS Inſtruction, I am very credibly 
informed, has been conſtantly continued to 
the Governors of the Leeward lands, till 
the Time the preſent Governor obtained 
the principal Command of them in 1733: 
And then it was firſt omited in the general 

Inſtructions, but with no other View than 
to make the Obſervance of the Act of 28 

| . 


sch of Queen Aun, more obligatory upon 
him; for, at the ſame Time it was omit= 
ed in the general Inſtructions, the Act of 
the 6th of Queen Ann was inlerted amongſt 
a ſeparate Body (commonly called Inſtruc- 
tions for Trade) where the Acts of Parlia- 
ment relating to the Trade and Naviga- 
tion of this 0 gdom, are particularly re- 
cited. To the Gbſervance of theſe Acts of 
Trade, all Governors are ſworn, as well 
as to do their beſt to cauſe them to be ob- 
ſerved in others; but they take no ſuch 
Oath as to their general Inſtructions: And 
this is enjoined the Governors of our Plan- 
tations to perform, antecedent to their ta- 
king on them their reſpective Commands, 
by the following Words in their Inſtruc- 
tions for Trade, which I am told they al- 
ways do before his Majeſty in Counci! 
The Words are, All which (g) Laws 
e you will herewith receive, and you ſhall 
* take a ſolemn Oath to do your utmoſt 
that all the Clauſes, Matters and Things 
© contained in the before-recited Acts, and 
« all other Ads of Parliament now in 
« Force, or that ſhall be hereafter made, 
* relating to our Colonies and Plantations, 
te be punQually and hora fide obſerved, ac- 


4 


* 


22 


( gz) Laws relative to Trade and Navigation. | 
— ( 1 
_£ cording 


« eordin 2 to the true Intent and Meaning 
thereof. 35 


ONE would have imagined no Gover- 
nor would have ventured to have connived 
at any Breach of this Law, after ſo ſtrong 
an Injunction to the contrary as the afore- 
ſaid Inſtruction, much leſs to have lent the 
Power of the Crown to ſhake it. One 
would have imagined alſo, that no Go- 
vernor, after ſo ſolemn an Oath, would 
have neglected to rectify any former 
Miftakes the Moment they were ſhewed to 
him; but procul a Jove, procul a fulmine, 
we too often ſee makes Men venture at very 
bold Undertakings; for certain it is, that 
the firſt Inſtance of the raiſing any Money 
in the Leeward Iſlands, by any Pretence or 
Colour of Authority, was at St. Chriſfo- 
pher in 1715, by the Gentleman who then 
commanded in chief, acting then under the 

aforeſaid Inſtruction while he was Lieute- 
nant General of the Leeward I/lands, and 
Lieutenant Governor of St. Chri/topher ; and 
that was by raiſing the French Crowns to 
Seven Shillings, and their leſſer Pieces in 
Proportion, which, I am told, made, till 
very lately, One Half of the Silyer Money 


current in that Covernment. — 


A8 


"(3 5 
AS the Order is ſhort, and of a very 


peculiar Nature, I have tranſcribed it 
from an authentick Copy: And really. I 
bave been often inclined to think, that it 
was taken from ſome French Record that 
happened to remain in the Ifland when it 
was yielded to us by the Peace of Urretehr. 


St. Chriſtopher's, at a Meeting of the 
Council the 23d of Auguſt, 1715, pre- 
ſent, the Honourable the Lieutenant Ge- 
neral, and Eight Counſellors. 


T H E Council were of Opinion, that 
cc jt would be of Benefit to this Iſland to 
* raiſe the Value of French Crowns to 75s. 
« and ſo in Proportion for Hai, Crowns 
and 2zarter Crowns ; upon which, the 
following Order was directed to be affixed 
in the ſeveral Towns of this Iſtand.“ 


La) 


my 


BY the Honourable the Lieutenant Ge 
neral, in Council, © It is this Day ordered 


e in Council, that French Crowns pals cur- 


* rent, and be taken in Payment, after the 
Rate of Seven Shillings a Piece, and all 
French Half Crowns and Quarter Crowns, 
in Proportion to the aforeſaid Rate; and 
* of this all Perſons are required to take 
due Notice.” 3 


FIRE * 
— 1 1 U x : | 
(ww) | 
* 3 


IN DEE D it appears, by another 
Minute of Council, dated the (O) 15th of 

 Famnuary, 17 5-16, that the Lieutenant Ge- 
mera began to reflect on his late Tranſac- 


tion, and to be ſuſpicious of the Legality 
of it, and therefore he was pleaſed to con- 
ſult his Council, and for that Purpoſe, laid 
before them his aforeſaid 38th Inſtruction, 

deſiring their Anſwer to the dn 
Queſtion, viz. Hhether the Order be had 
lately made to raiſe French Growns, was not 
againſt the ſaid Initruction? But they deli. 
vering an ingenious Opinion, That French 
Growns having been current ſeveral Years in 
the other Iflands for Seven Shillings, it could 
not be ſaid be altered the Goin, but only fol- 
flowed the Practice of the other Iflands, it 
ſeems the Scruples he had about the Breach 
of as plain an A@ of Parliament as was 
ever penn'd, and as plain an Inſtruction as 
was ever drawn, were 3 removed 


by the Dexterity of his Counfellors. 


I need not explain that this Order is ex- 
preſly againſt the general Law in 1694. 
the Act of the 6th of Queen Aun, and the 
Spirit of the Inftruction of the Crown, be- 


1 # 
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(b) Minute of Council at the Plantation Office. 


cauſe 


8 — 


cauſe you ſee both Laws enacted and or- 
dained the ſame, vix. That French Crowns 
Should be current at Six Shillings, and the 


of his Council, commands, that the 


Lieutenant General, upon the bare pation 4 
bey thould 


after the Rate of Seven Shillings. It may. 


be almoſt as needleſs to obſerye to you 
that the Obſervation of the then Council 


of St. Chriſtopher, as to the Practice of the 


the Reaſoning of the Council of Antigua, 


in their Minute of the 27th of April, 17133 
where they ſay, great Pieces of Money go 


by Weight: But be that as it will, it was 
Apprehenſion) for the Lieutenant General's 
not re voking his Order, that it ſeems to 
me to be the contrary; becauſe, as he then 
commanded all the Iſlands in chief, he 
ought, upon the Notice he had given him, 
of che Abuſes that had crept into the Cur- 


* 


rency of the Coin of the other Iſlands, n+ 


ſtantly to have iſſued his Proclamation, 
requiring a Conformity in the Mole to 


that Currency that had been ſo wiſely ſet- 


tled for them by their own Act of 1694. 


and afterwards enacted by Act of Parlia- 

ment for the Plantations in an rather 

than by the Continuance of h 

raifeng the Silver Money in St. Chriffopher, 
N T 


his Order for 


— 
* 


given a ſort of Sanction to the illegal Prac- 
tices in the reſt, by one of the moſt delibe- 
rate Acts of Power that ever was ventured up- 
on by any Governor abroad, unleſs the Signing. 
à late Inſtrument to raiſe the Gold to Three 
Pence Hal/-penny per Grain, when a Law 
For the ſame Matter was, and is, depending 
before his Majeſty, ſhould be judged equal 
ff.. 411 to ̃7] WM EOS 


BEFORE I come to deſcribe this lat 
Rz/e of the Coin, brought about by an In- 
ſtrument of Aſſociation, * me Leave to 

aſſure you, that if perſuaſive Applications 

to the Gentleman who commands the Lee- 
ward Il ands, would have prevailed on him 
to rectify theſe Diſorders, it is pretty cer- 
tain you would not have had the Trouble 
of reading ſo long a Letter; for who would 
complain or accuſe, that could avoid it? 
It is but an unpleaſant Piece of Work at 
beſt, and extreamly diſagreable to a good- 
natur'd Man; tho?, after all, when 3 
Iy Means have been tried to obtain Re- 
dicks and they prove abortive, what is a 
Man to do? Is he to ſee his Property ille- 
gally tore' to pieces, to make the Fortunes 
of others, 'and bis modeſt Applications. 
treated with Contempt? And what, thenf 
muſt a Man ſtill bare on? Surely, no. To 
bear any longer in ſuch Circumſtances, 
. _ cannot 


<4 


* * * 
* 
. 3 1 9 
* 4 * "= 
8 1 17 - of * + 
: : BY x2 8 
R ; - ; 


cannot be properly termed Good-nature,- | 
for that has its Bounds as well as other 
Things, but rather Weakneſs, and 2 


mean one too. But in the Caſe I am 
ſpeaking of, certainly it is high Time to 
have this important Point ſettled in Eng- 


land. Whether an Act of Parliament 


* 18 to be any Security to the Subjects 


c 


* 


ce them to our Plantations ? And whether 


* thoſe who endeavour, Mo their Duty 


* there to have the Acts of this State put 
e in Force, are to be ruined by the In- 


© trigues of others who have a pecuniary 


* Intereſt in the Violation of them?“ This 


Queſtion ſeems to me to be of ſome Conſe- 


quence, and very fit for the Parliament's 
Determination, now 1 are going to 
conſider the State of the Plantation Coin; 


tor I really think the intermediate Space 
of Time, between the Date of contemning 
one Act of Parliament, and that of reject- 
ing all the reſt they do not approve of, 


will be but little, if ſome Stop be not put 


to ſuch Practices; for ill Precedents, Iike 


ill Weeds, take Root apace, and emit, 
according to their Natures, a certain peſti- 
lential Influence, equally dangerous to the 
Conſtitution of Things civil and vegitable. 
But: ti procecd . 


1 ONE 


of this Kingdom, whoſe Occaſions call 


* 


0890 


ONE ow ——_—_— pplication | to 
err the Act of the 6th of Queen Aus 
put in Execution, appears by an — Fea 
tick Letter of the Secretary of the Leeward 
Mands to the preſent Governor, dated no 


* 


FATS 


er ago than the 20th-of Augu/#, 1735, 
at St. Chriftophers, wherein he preſſed him, 
IT it 0 ong Terms, to do it without 
the leaſt Effect, or without being able to 
wu obtain one ſing, Word in Answer relative 
to the Act of the 6th of Queen Ann. The 
Words of the Letter, after entreating him 


dàs to other _ forefge 't to a * 


ET. 2 


pole, aretheſe; 


1 2 — * Lait, 70 te. 66 AN chat — 
=” ernor, to have 1 Cc, . 
il eth of Due 1 5 _ 3 2 
| 2 hg, 1 7 e : « yotr Proclamation 
; requiring  Obedi- 
© ence to be paid to her late Majeſty's 
* Proclamation, relating to Coin inforced 
12. x4 an Act of Parliament. That myſelf, 
well as others of his Majeſty's Sub- 
© jects, may not be any longer defrauded 
« of the Sixth Part of their Due, nor the 
< Royal Proclamation, and the Act of 
Parliament to enforce it, ſuffer any 
longer that Indignity they have hitherto 
5 7775 treated with! in theſe Parts. 
RED THE 
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TEE Word . — A four to . 
- Perfon who carried the Letter.Ü 
were, That it required ſome Anfoo uu. 
Time to anſwer ſuch a Lat. 
* ger, (i) and therefore defired he would 
call again the next Day, who accord - 
„ ingly attended, and then Governor Ma- 
© thew faid to him, that he had hot wrie 
an Anſwer to the faid Letter, hut would 
* that Day, if his Clerk, who he faid 
Was ſick, ſhould be better; or he would 
« write to the Lieutenant Governor of 
St. Chriſtopher on that Head, and that 
% he might go about his Buſineſs, a 1: 
2 not ſtay any longer.“ 2520 2113-308 


8 00 N after this Gentleman OY 85. 
Kits to come to London, to ſet this Matter 
forth to his Majeſty, in a Petition of Com- 
plaint; and, as it was apprehended, hie 
would be as good as his Word, which ac 
cordingly happened: The next Project 
that was ſet on Foot in Antigua about the 
Coin; was to paſs a Law dated the 4oth 
of April, 1736, entitled, An All for affer- 
e Fi Fae Y 6 all Gold and $ ilver 0 ins, 


* 8 * 


. . 


E 


1 Cop of che Gow nd Abſwer ſworh to . « Jun : 
Gordaii, 20 the Ann of St. Chriſtopher. 3 
Gece 


wy ; 


Sc. which was tranſmitted to the Board of 
Trade, with a ſuſpending Clauſe, not to 
18 £3 ; 


take Effect till ki "Majeſty's Pleaſure 
| ſhonld be known. There it has lain ever 


attempt the obtaining the Royal Aſſent 
to it, otherwiſe, I conceive, his Majeſty 
would Have: been moved therein before 
now, becauſe a Minute of the Council and 
Aſſembly of the 12th of May, 1736, in- 
forms me, there have been e e 
reetions ſent hither to be very watchful 
_ againſt any Attempts to defeat this favou- 
lite Law. Notwithſtanding this Law is 
not in Force, yet it will be abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to recite the material Parts of it, 


becauſe very ſoon you will perceive, that 
tho? there is a 1 ifoondanis Clanſe 7o the 
Law, 7 et there 18 no Suſpenſion of the 7 
Currency intended by it; and that the 

Moment PROP underſtood abroad there was- 
no Hopes of the Law ever obtaining the 


Boyal Aﬀent, they endeavoured to force 


down that Currency by an Aſſociation 
they diſpaired of accompliſhing by a Law. 


Antigua AF, ſettling THE Act that paſſed | 
Gold aud Silver, da- at Antigua, recites, 


| $5.32 . That whereas an Act 
„ of Parliament, paſſed in the 6th Vear 


N 


"Cx. 


of ber! late Ma ſty Queen Aun, entitled; 
An Act for ere ng the Rates ef, b. 
reign Coins in her Majeſty's Plantations, 
has been long found uſeleſs and imprac- 


ticable in this Iſland; and that it is 


therefore neceſſary to fix and ſettle the 
Value thereof, &c. And then! it * 
in theſe Words: 


* 


< AND it is hs Enafted an Or- 
dained, by the Authority of the ſame, 
that all the Gold Coins of Great Britais 


ſhall be accounted, 


received, taken, or Ex Gold Coins 70 * 
paid, at an Ad. lalen at an 3 of 
Vance of T5 per Cent. 75 Pes Cent. 
on their reſpective 


— 


Sterling Values, and not otherwiſe 3 and 


% all foreign Gold © 10 
Coins ſhall be ac- Foreign at 7 5 Pall 
3 received, Half Te e 


paid, at the 


| Rate of Three Pence Half gan per Grain, : 
| and not ee, 1 5 


. B E it 1 EnaRted, chat all Silver 


Coins whatſoever ſhall be accounted, be- 
ceived, taken, or 


paid, at the Rate A! Silver Coins at NV. ne 


of Nine Shillings Shillings and e 


— Three Pence e Once"... 
. ce © per 


ud Y f , 1 9 
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a). : 
| 72 chat — 1 in "this FINE 1 
< or be confffued to oblige any n to 
. gate ar receiue in "Payments, Pieces of 
luer not. curreut in any foreign Nation, 
«© or whole Stamp W is cut _ - 
65 *,or worn out.. 


45 TH US ſpeaks the A&; 30 let't us he 
_ what the Inſtrument of Aufociation rates 
Money at, which I cannot ſet forth Word 
for Word, becauſe I have not been able 
to procure a Copy thereof; but ¶ can aſ- 
ture you, the Fact is of publick Notoriety 
as hereafter ſtated, as well as verified by 
the Oath of a ne e great Probiry. | 


# Aeciation, dated. «© SOME Timein Marth 
| _— e OT « 1466) ata Meeting of 

5 the Governor, Council 
* rat Aſſembly at the Town of Parham, 
* two Gentlemen of the Aſſembly brought 
up to. Governor. Mathew, then ficting 
1 Council, an Inferument. of Writing, 
d urporting an Agree- 
„ ment to pay and receive 

To take al Gold Gold at Three. pence 
Coins at Three- « Half ger Grain, 
Hon: Half penny « the ſame as the Law 
wn oy OO that has a ſuſpending 
4. Clauſe would enact it ſhould be current 
5 5 — at, 


x 


« at, which was read publickly in Coun- 
e cil, but not entered on the Minutes, 
and there ſigned by the ſaid Governor, 
= ind: all, prion. except the Deputy Se- 
* cretary, who reuſed to ſign the ſame. The 
* whole Bench of Lawyers, who are molt - 
< of them, if not all, of the Aſſembly 
* ſoon after agreed, not to take a Fee 
from any Man that refuſed to receive 
„ the Gold at that Rate, but to be con- 
cerned againſt them, and have promiſed - 
& to appear and defend the other Side gra- 


SINCE which, a Piſtole, full Weight, 
that is 104 Grains, paſſes at 1 J. 105 44. 
that uſed to paſs for no more than 28 5. 
whether it was full Weight, or turn'd the 
Scale of Four-penny Weight. Portugal 
Moidores, full Weight, pals for 2 J. 8 5. 8 
each, and in common at 48 5. that uſed to 
paſs for no more than 42 5. An Engliſh 
Guinea, that uſed to pals at 1 J. 13 . now. 
paſſes at 1 J. 175. and other Pieces of Gold 

in Proportion to Three Pence Half- penny 
per Grain: And at this Rate have they 
been forced upon particular People, more 
immediately injured, who refuſed them a 
great while, till they were no longer able 
to contend with an Aſſociation of the Go-- 

vernor, Council, 2d Allen, And 707 i 
a : 8 I 8 8 : i 1 ee 45 


Wa” 


tin FOOT the ape. . I 00 . Sterling 2 l 
Von x69, 70 175 per Cent. ey x 


Hus ſtands the e of the Gold 
and Silver "rk and the Meas ey 
have ſuffered, | | 


Ir is OY now to. Mts 5 he: 
"7g they have the Option to Pay in, 
wiz. Sugar, Rum, Cotton, Molaſſes, Ginger, 
Indigo and Tobacco; and by what Means 
this latter is eſtabliſhed in Autigua, and, 
which, I think, at Ja/# prevails in all the 
Iflands by their reſpective Laws: Were 
you to ask any Merchant or Trader to 
thoſe Parts, how this comes about? Their 
Anſwer would furprize vou, for, believe, 
they would tell you, That it was for Want. 
a Ns to oblige Men ſpecifically to perform, 
their Contracts; an Anſwer that muft a- 
maze every thinking Man, who knows 
there are Courts of Law and Equity in 


the Iſlands, becauſe it is as much as to 


ay, they want the Aid of an exprefs Law 
to compel Men to be honeſt, and pay in 
the ſame Species they ſtipulated to do. 
| Nevertheleſs, the Fact is true, and is owing. 
to a 1 Clauſe i in their Court A which, 


5 60 Act for cok F. 191. Sect. 39. 
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as it obliges the Marſhal to expoſe to 
publick Sale the Goods and Chattles, or 
| Negroes, he levies on by Virtue of any 
Writ of Execution whatſoever, at the 
ſame Time it gives a Liberty to the Pur- 
chaſers to pay for them in the Specie of 
_ Caſh; or in the aforeſaid Native Commodi- 
ties of the Country, which, after their 
Value is ſettled, they are to be paid over 
to the Plaintiff, as 7 ey had been taken 
from the Defendant ; and the Plaintiff is 
obliged to receive the ſaid Commodities 
for. the Payment of his Debt, tho? it was 
contracted to be paid in Sterling Money, 
or in the Species of Gold and Silver cur- 

rent in thoſe Parts, there being no Excep- 
tion in the Law. To do a great Number 
of Gentlemen in that Part of the World 
. this is a Matter much lamented 
by them, as well as by the Britiſſß Mer- 
chant at home. Nor have their zealous 
 Endeavours been wanting abroad, to re- 
form this Practice: But br ch has-been the 
Fate of all the Bills projected for that Pur- 
poſe, that ſome times they have paſſed 
the Councils, at other times the Aſſemblies, 
but never both together to be enacted. into 
a Law. * „ 


_ AST intend to explain the indirect Prac- 
des of the Money Dealers, as they Fave 
3 EY = been 


_ & 


been carried on from Time to Time, their 
_ .- Gains, and the particular Loſſes his Ma- 
LY Ns Subjects have ſuſtained thereby, it 
will be neceſſary, before I make a few 
Reflections on the Whole, to fix three De- 
nominations of Caſh- Currencies, to wit, 
De legal Currency of the Leeward Iſlands; 
_ the Old illegal Currency; and the New illegal 
Currency; and then, by cafting your Eye on 
. the Tables I have annex d, you will diſtinft- 
ly underſtand how People have ſuffered by 1 
Thoſe Payments; for as to the Loſſes occaſioned 
| by theſe Payments in Country Produce, they 
are very great, but too uncertain to be ſtated. 


"THE legal Currency of the Leeward 
Ifland Coin, is according to the general 
Law of 1694, as far as the Species of Mok » 
ney therein regulated do not exceed the Rates 
preſcribed by the All of the 6th of Queen 
Ann; for that Act is only prohibitory to 
all the Plantations in general, to receive 
or pay Money at higher Rates than pre- 
| ſeribel by the Queen's Proclamation, but 
does not compel any Perſon to receive even 
the Species of Coins at the reſpective Rates 
mentioned in the ſaid Proclamation, nor 
does it repeal any of the Plantation Laws 
ſettling their Coins, whoſe Proportions 
have not exceeded thoſe ordained by the 
th of the Queen: Now the general Law 


of 
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of the Leeward 1/lands-paſs'd in 1694, not 
only rates the Money, viz. Pieces of Eight 
Seville, Mexico and Pillar, and each French. 
Crowns, at the very ſame Currency the 
Proclamation. permits, viz. Six Shillings 
each, but enacts, they ſhall be current and 


' paſs at that rate; and as this Law is con- 


firmed by the Crown, and unrepealed by 

the Act of the 6th of Queen Aun, I make 

no manner of doubt, that it contains the 

legal Currency of the Leeward Iſland Coin; 

and thus you ſee that the legal Currency 
of the Leeward Iſlands and Proclamation 

Money, are ſynonimous Term. 

ee e aps . 


THE Silver Money being thus ſettled, 
a Piſtole full Weight, 104 Grains, ought 
to be current according as Piſtole Gold 
bears to Silver Proclamation Money, at 
Twenty-two Shillings and Three-pence; 
but I will ſay Twenty-two Shillings and 
 Six+pence, becauſe, at that rate they are 
taken at Barbados, where the Act of the 
- 6th of Queen Ann is obſerved, and at the 
Cuſtom Houſe in Antigua for the King's 
enumerated Duty, they paſs'd till very 
lately, for no more than Twenty-three 
Shillings, and now at Twenty-four Shil- 
lings, ſo that the ſame Pieces of Money 
have two Currencies in Antigua, one for 
the King at Twenty-four Shillings, in 
5 Payment 


in-1702, and confirm'd by t 
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Payment for his enumerated Duty, and the 
other for his People at Twenty-eight Shil- 
lings, tho' the Law is the ſame to both. _ 
PROCLAMATION or legal Money of 
the Leeward Hands, being Preled as 4 18 
to 3, with reſpect to Sterling, of courſe it 
follows, that the Par of Exchange where 
the Proclamation prevails, is 133. 6s. 8 4. 
that Money for 100 J. Sterling, and the 


Exchange at Barbados is calculated upon 


that Footing, tho? 130 J. there generally 


purchaſes a Bill of Exchange of 100 J. 1 


Sterling in London, the Difference being al- 
lowed for three or four Months Uſgance. 


7 H E old illegal Curreney is that which 


obtained in the Leeward Idandt from 


1715 to 1738, occaſioned by raiſing the 


French Crown from Six Shillings to Seven 


Shillings, from whence the other Species 


of Silver roſe in Proportion, and Gold 


took a higher Rate than even it ought in 


I Proportion co the adyanc'd Value | Me on 
the Silver; and Money, about this 
obtained a Currency by Tale, and not by 


ime, 


Meigbt, which firſt introduced light Mo- 
ney to be current, and the Inhabitants to 


lay aſide their (/) Scales, which they had 


1 (UM ) This Practice of wei hing 18 Trov'd 'b a Law | alſed 
Fe Gun the 8th „. Fol. 
| | i 124 - 
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_ ufed in receiving Money ever ſince that 
excellent Law of 1694, to the enriching a 
few Dealers in Money, and the defrauding 


1 


, 


themſel ves. 


T H E Spaniſh Piſtole obtained a Cur- 

rency of Twenty-eight Shillings, and by 
little and little the Coin Jobbers had Influ- 
ence enough to make them paſs, though 
clip'd to Four- penny Weight, or Ninety- 
ſix Grains, turning the Scale; and if full 
Weight, viz. Four-penny Weight Eight 
Grains, or One hundred and four Grains, 
no more than Twenty-eight Shillings were 
allowed for the ſame. As the People by 
degrees found out the exceſſive Gain of 
theſe Money Dealers, they began to de- 
mand higher Exchange for their Bills, till 
at laſt it ſettled generally to 160 that Mo- 
my Rar 1005 Sherman; 

* THE new illegal Currency is that which 
has preyailed in Antigua only ſince the 
Signing the Inſtrument of Aſſociation in 
March 1738; but not in Montſerrat, Nevis 
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124. Sec, 29. and whereas in Beams and Scales, eſpecially for 
weighing Money, there is not found an exact Equality, 
2 Diſputes have aroſe to prevent the ſame. for. 
the future. It is hereby declared to be in the Option of the 
Receiver, to take the Advantage of the Scales, by plaeing 
the Money or Goods in Which Scale he thinks fit. 


and 
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and St. Chriſtophers, for they ei 
old illegal. Currency ; as that made Gold 
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current at Three-pence Half- penny per 
Grain in Antigua, of courſe a Piſtole, full 


Weight, paſſes there at 1 J. 105. 4d. and 
the Exchange is, as I have obſerved, 175 
that Money for 100 J. Sterling. 


| Refleftions on th, TH O' the Power of 


Antigua Coin At, « making Laws is dele- 


and thelnſirument <« gated to the Governor, 
„„ 


« yet the Crown has reſerved a Nega- 


e Council, and Aſembly, | 


« tive Voice ; ſolely to the Governor 5 
* ſo that no Law or Order can have 


Force without his Aſſent. To prevent 


i miſchie vous Acts or Orders paſſing the 
* Governor, is, by the Care of the Crown, 


_ ©. reſtrained from aſſenting to any Law or 


* Order of a new or extraordinary Nature, 


c whereby the Trade and Properties of 


* his Majeſty's Subjects may be any ways 


s affected, without a Ftſpending. Claule. 
Lou ſce, in relation to the Coin, that 
e he was directed by his Inſtructions in 
c 1715, to ſuffer no Act or Order to paſs 
in Violation of the Act of the 6th of 
„ Queen Am; and that in 1733, he was 
7 folemnly ſworn to put the ſaid Act, 
e bona fide, in Execution. That in 1735 
ec he was ſollicited to do it, by a Letter 


« from 


contitiue their 


Lo EE 
re from the Secretary of the Leemard 
„Hands; and that he has thought fit tb 
e take Time to conſider of an Anſwer to 
it ever ſince. Even to all ſuch Laws as 
% he aſſents, he is directed to take care 
there be nothing contained in them re- 


« pugnant to the Laws of England, hut 


* that they be framed as near as can be td 
*: chem. - f | i. 
* manded to tranſmit every Law within 
be three Months after it is made, and foons - : 
“ er, if poflible; in order to be laid before 
his Majeſty for his Approbation or Diſs _ 
* allowance. Such is the Care and Pro- 
evidence of the Crown to prevent danges 
% rous Laws being in Force in the Planta* _ 
* tions *till the King's Pleaſure is known 
©. and to have all Laws whatſoever; as 
* ſoon as poſſible, before his Majeſty's 


e is likewiſe expreſſy com- 


* Council, hat none may cgntinue in 


*© Force — his MajeſtyÞeadyiſed 


4 


NOW are not all theſe wiſe Precaus 
tions at once overturn'd by Inſtruments 

of Aſſociations ſupplying the Purpoſes. 
of Laws? And is not the Frame of 
His Majeſty's Government in a manner 
ſubverted by that dangerous one about 
the Coin, and Anafoi a dark and a miſs 
terious Nature ſubſtituted ' in its Stead?” 


11855 . . 


nh 
through the Forms of Juſtice" ig 
trafted, that the Evil and the Remedy, 


that Part of the World, in the 

 become:quetremely uncertain, where Mo- 

ney, the Meaſure of thema ſubject to an 

arbitrary Currency, in Oppoſition to one 
ral Law of their own, agreeable to the 
lame Proportions as were afterwards al- 
D. 

general? Can the Injured hope for any 


do the Courts of Juſt ie an wy 
particular Inſtance, are not only © 


What avails the King's Commiſſion, and 


tus Inſtructions for preſcribing Rules for 
the Conduct of our Governors in paſſing 
of Laws, if, the Moment they find them- 


ſel ves reſtrained by them, they think them- 


ſel ves at Liberty to permit the ſame Thing 


io be done by ſome Aſſociation or Inſtru- 


hibited from enacting by a Law ? Are not 


the Knowledge of the Crown, as they do 


the Tranſactions abroad thereby hid from 


not mugen upon Record? And is not the 
KRelie 
moſt impracticable, at leaſt by the Di- 


of the gi", thereby rendered al- 


ence, and 


ſtance of the Plantations from 
ong pro- 


when it comes, are pretty much the fame ? 
Muſt not the Properties of the People, in 
mean while 


arliament for the Plantations in 


legal Redreſs abroad, where the Avenues 
„ tnthis 

ſtructed 
Lis 4 


JJ 
by the Agreement of the Lawyers, but 
the Gentlemen who are: Judges of the ſu». 
erior Courts, the (m) Court of Error and 
(in) Chancery, by the Conſtitution of the 
Place, are the very ſame Perſons wha 
ſigned the Inſtrument of Aſſociation. 


TO: theſe Queſtions, perhaps, you will 
. fay, let the Determinations abroad be as 
they pleaſe in this particular Point, there 
is a Remedy for the Subject, for he has @ 
Right to appeal to his Majeſty id Council. 
whoſe Royal Juſtice will ſoon ſet Matters 
right. To this give me Leave to anſwer, 
That it is true, that the Subject has 8 
Right of Appeal, and that his Majeſty 
will certainly do Right; but by the Con- 
ſtitution of Antigua, a Writ of Error (o) 
cannot be had from the inferior Court 
abroad, to the ſuperior there, under the 
Sum of 300 J. Sterling; and from the ſupe- 
rior Court, to his Majeſty in Council, un 
der 500 J. Sterling; ſo that all Perſons gg WM 
grieved under theſe Sums, muſt acquielce, _ 
or be put firſt to the Expence of a ſpecial 


** 


6" i 7 2 1 * * * 5 * 


and A ppe . 8 
(o) The Sums for Writs of Error and Appeals, are limitted 
by the Kings Inſtructions. See Folio 197. Sect. 46. | 


% „ © 


) Antigua Laws, Fol. 199. Sect, 66. Writs of Error 


Application at home for Liberty to bring 

"© Wei of Error abroad, and then to ap- 

peal to the Court of Chancery, and at laſh 

over, which is attended with great Trou- 
Hle and Ex pence, for the Law moves flow, 

and does nothing per Salun, and few Men 
are Capable to bear the Expence of her 


was diſpoſed to write with Gall, what a 
Croud of Reflections offer themſelves, 
when 'one, confiders the Nature of this Aſ- 
_ > Jociation? But I forbear, out of the real 
Reſpect I have for thoſe Gentlemen, who 
have been induc'd to ſign it by fome of the 
artful Dealers in Money. I know they 
were prevailed upon to do it, out ofa 
- miſtaken Notion of ſerving Antigua, by 
Country, as it is called, and not with any 
Intention of making any particular Gain 
_ tothemſelves. They begin themſelves, I 
Hear, to feel already ſome Inconveniencies 
from this Scheme, and a little Fime more, 
I hope, will make them ſenfible of the In- 
' Juries it has done to the Properties of 
others; and that they ought” not any 
longer to be violated, to augment the For» 


 ' tuncsof a few Money Changers only. 


FR the fame Reaſon, I ſhall fay very | 
-ittle to the Preamble of the Autigia Att, 


4 


_ 1, 2 _ 
- 4 


Motions in theſe Circumſtances. If a Man 


: „ 
as to the Decency of that Part where it 
recites, viz. That an Act of Parliament gi 
Great Britain, expreſſy made to prevent 
the indirect Practices of one Plantation : 
drawing Money from another by different 
Currencies, bad been long found uſeleſs and 
impracticable; though, were I writing to 
the particular Projectors and Contrivers of 
this Currency, the old Dealers in Money, I 
would ſay, that had they not been fortu- 
nate enough to have acquired Influence 
_ ſufficient: long ago to have rendered that 
Act impracticable, the Amount of their 
Fortunes had nat been ſo great as they are 
at this Day, and all their Schemes of ſend- 
ing to England, and elſewhere, for Piſtoles, 
clipp'd to 9 Weight, and utter- 
ing them in the Leeward [lands at Twenty- 
eight Shillings, and alſo for light Silver, 
and uttering it by Tale, and at an advanced 
Price too, had been rendered indeed intire- 


H uſeleſs and impracticable. I would alſo 


preſume to pray the Favour of them, as 
they well know the General Law of the 
Leeward 1/lands makes it Felony, without 
Benefit of Clergy, to clip, lighten, or impair 
any of the Species of Money current in the 
Leeward Iſlands, that theywould be pleaſed 
to reſolve me this Queſtion ; Whether the 

Locality of the Action takes away the 
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and ſigning the I 


: Four-penny Weight, and 


Conſcientiæ, a Man does not as much de- 


Turpitude of it? A 


ſerve the Penalties of Felony, for ſending 
to England to have Money clipt, and ut- 


tering it afterwards in the Leeward IHlands, 


as he would, in foro Furis, ſhould it 
be prpved he performed the Operation 


% 
, K - 4 
A ] | 


few Refleftions upon this Money Trade, 


and the particular Loſſes it has occaſioned, 


as well Before, as fnce, paſſing the AF 


As it is Felony, without Benefit of Cler- 
gy; to clip any Money current in the Eee- 
ward I/lands, the Adventur@& in this Traf- 
fick, for a while, had the Operation per- 

form'd in Barbados, it being not penal to 


clip or TOO there, all Species 


of it paſſing by Weight. But for many 
Years the Trade of cli PPing Piſtoles 2 

Chequins to 
Two- penny Weight, for the Leeward 


Hands, has cenckred in London, where, 

to do the Operators Juftice, I muſt own, 

they are very dextrous at it. This Prac- 
tice firſt drew from Barbados the beſt Part 


ved, and has at laſt ſtripp*d all the Lee- 


ward 


ward 1/lands of the French Crowns, and of 
Pieces of Eight, and all their other Silver, 
except ſmall light Pieces, by a. Piſtole of 
Four- penny Weight, paſſingat Twenty-eight © 
Shillings, which of courſe purchaſes four of 
thoſe Pieces of Silver, as they are current 
at Seven Shillings each. This is, in other 
Mords, to ſay, Fifteen Sbiilings and Five- 
pence Sterling, Value of the Gold in a Four- 
penny Weight Piſtole, purchaſes Eighteen © 
Shillings worth of Silver, that being the 
Sterling Value of Four French Crowns or 
Pieces of Eight, as [tated in the late Queen's 
Proclamation. | 


SO much has Gold heen over-rated in 
Proportion to the Silver, which has occa- 
ſioned no {mall Profit to the Money-Job- 
bers for Twenty Years together. Indeed 
the new illegal Currency raiſes the Silver 
to Nine Shillings and Two-penceper Ounce, 
in order to give it a more e 15 
Proportion, both with the od and ne illegal 
Currency of the Gold; but had the SET- 
TLERS of that Proportion ever thought of 
_ obeying the Act of the Sixth of Queen 
Ann, 2 © inſtead of raiſing the Silver, 
would have reduced it to the Currency pre- 
ſeribed by it, and, of courſe, have brought 
down the Value of Gold co a proper Pro- 
portion with the Silver, as regulated by 
% Os — mn. 
| = 
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a Maxim almoſt agreed on by the good | 


| "Price of Silver is regulated, the Price of 
Gold is always regulated by that of Silver; 
as alſo, that upon a nice and preciſe Pro- 
portion being preſerved between ' theſe 
two Metals, depends the Continuance 
of them in every Country: For where 
_ Gold is over- rated, there will it be pour'd 
in to carry away the Silver, as has hap- 
pen'd to the Leeward Iſlands, and, I fear, 
ide Gold of England is (p) over-rated in 
Neſpect to our Neighbours, this Flow of Por- 
tugal Money, we have obſerved of late, is 
not all Ballance of Trade, but ſome M it in- 
 Froduced for the ſame Purpoſe. However, 
| as this is a Doctrine may not be admitted 
in the Leeward Iſlands, I preſume to offer 
it as my humble Opinion, that it is abſo- 
Iutely neceſſary for his Majeſty, or the 
Parliament, to regulate for the future the 
Currency of Gold there, as well as Silver. 
I fay this not from my own Imagination, 


old and new illegal Currency, intend to 
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Writers on Coins, that when once the 


for, I bear, THE STICKLERs for the 


| | . 
er juſtify their raiſing the Gold, by Al. 
< ledging, the Act of Parliament only re- 
gulated the Silver, and therefore the, 


* 
* 


«& were at Liberty to ſettle the Currency = 


Þ, 


of Gold as they thought fit.. 


THO this Sort of Reaſoning, on this 
Side the Tropick, hardly deſerves a ſeri- 
ous Anſwer, yet, ſhould any one pleaſe to 
advance it for them, may it not be ſaid to 
him, How does this Plea ſerve you? For 
was not your Silyer Money rattled by the 
Lieutenant General's Order in 1715, railing 
French Crowns from Six Shillings to Seven 
againſt two expreſs Laws that ſettled the 
Currency of the Silver ? Did not 'your 
Gold take then'a higher (q) Currency 
than it ought to have even in Proportion 
to the Advance on Silver, and who is ſo 
ignorant as not to know, that if you raiſe 
the Price of one of thoſe Metals, the other 
ought to rife in Proportion? Where now. 
is the Solidity of ſuch a Plea, that they 
have not raiſed their Silver? But who 
knows not, likewiſe, that the Settling the 
Rates of Money ſolely appertains to the Pre- 
rogative of the Crown, and that the People 
in our Plantations are ſtrictly prohibited to 
raife the Currency of either Gold or Silver 
Money, without Leave firſt . 


. 1 
25 * 


1 6 | 

the Crown? for the latter Part of the In- 
ſtruction 38, not only ſtrictly directs the Ob- 
ſervance of the Currency of the particular 
þ =o of Money enumerated in the Act 

of the 6th of Queen Ann, but as ſtrictly 
prohibits the altering the Currency of any 
Species of Money whatſoever, then paſſing 
in the Leeward Iſlands, whether foreign, 
or belonging to the Dominions of Great 
Britain, without any Diſtinction as to 
050 or Silver, which ſurely comprehends 

8 e WA eee 5 


T H E Drift of this Law or Aſſociation, 
was evidently. intended to eſtabliſh the old 
fraudulent Currency, and, at the ſame 
Time, artfully to introduce a worſe; andthis 
appears only by multiplying N mg ſix 
Grains by Three-penceHalft-penny,and you 
will find it amount to Twenty-eight Shil- 
lings, the old Currency of a Piſtole of Four- 
penny Weight. Hence, thoſe who were 
in the Secret, and had culled. and ſelected 
together a Number of Piſtoles, preparato- 

ry for this new Currency, had an Oppor- 
tunity of Paying them away at 1 I 95. 
1 J. 10s. or in Proportion as they weigh- 
ed above Four- penny Weight, tho? they 
received them for no more than Twenty- 
eight Shillings; and this has enabled every 


Man 


worn oled. Weat-L7ef be 19 


(51 ) 


Man ſince to pay a Sum of Money he bor- 


rowed, previous to the Aſſociation, with 
a leſſer Sum than he received, to the Da- 
mage of the Creditor Fifteen per Cent. as 


appears by the Difference of the Exchange 
upon the Footing of the old Currency 


and the new one, as ſtated in the afore- 
faid Table, By this Aſociation's ms 


hopefulTrade is left open for theMoney-Job- 


bers, by introducing Gold and Silver, of 
different Allays, and ſelling the baſer 
Sort for as much as the purer; for the Ack 


makes no Diſtinction as to the Fineneſs of 
Money: And 'tis eaſy to imagine, the Iſland 


will be ſupplied with the baſeſt Gold and 


Silver that is current in any Country, whoſe 
Stamps or Impreſſions are not out away or 
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BV this new Currency in Antigua, great 


Inconveniencies alſo have happened SW 
ſuch Perſons of the other” Hlands of the 


Government who had Debts due to them 


there, previous to it, by being obliged 


to receive their Debts afterwards in bea · 
" Piſtoles, at Twenty-nine or Thirty 
8 ullings, 28 they happen to weigh, . 


which they cannot carry from Antigua 
without a} N Lofs, becauſe ſuch Pi- 


ſoles wo 
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paſs for no more at Mentſerat, 
Po - Nevis 


BY, 
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of 160 
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Nevis, and St. Chriſtopher, than Twenty- 
| 81 Shillings, as 
05 


hey did before : Theſe 
Iſlands not having followed the Ex- 


ampleof Antigua. And this has occaſioned 


Antigua, and thoſe of Four-penny Weight, 


to be ſent to the other Iſlands, where the 


Exchange yet remains upon the Footing 
J. tho' it is riſen to 175 J. at An- 
As to the People of Antigua, they 
have indeed a great Plenty of heavy Pi- 


| ſtoles, : but, T notwithſtanding, are much 


prejudiced by the Contrivers of this Money 
hems, ine. they canner fend thels Piltoler 
rom Antigua oth n N 1 | 18, without | 
Loſs, to Pe Who on / nor 
can they find a ſuitable Number of Bills of 
Exchange for their Occaſions in Antigua ; 


and hence many of them are neceſſita- 


ted to keep thoſe heavy Piſtoles by 
them, under the frightful Apprehenſions 


1 a 


” ——— 


(r) The ſame Day the famous Montſerat Act paſſed, a Law 
paſſed to regulate the Coin, Werd for Word, agreeing with 
the Antigua Ooin Act; but as the People of Montſer at have 
not put it in Execution by Aſſociation, but wait his Majeſ- 
ty's Pleaſure for confirming or rejecting it, I have omitted 


y 
{peaking of that AQ. | 


(53 ) 


7 * : # 
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* 


of great Loſs, if the Reformation of 
Currency ſhould come before they had 
parted with hen. 


9 


3 


As to that Part of the People who. 
have been more particularly injur'd than 
the reſt, ever ſince the firſt Departure from 
the legal Currency, they are, viz. *- 


. ALL fuch who lent Money upon the 
Faoting af the legal Currency. 


II. ALL who then had Annuities left 
them, and reſerved Rents payable in that 


III. ALL who live upon Penſions, Fees, 
or Wages ſettled under it, which compre: 
hends every Perſon of the Profeſſion, both. 
Civil and Military, who have not been 
able to raiſe their Fees, or pay in Propor- 
tion to the Riſe of the Coin, as Merchants 
or Traders have raiſed their Goods. Theſe, 
Sir, have been ſo notoriouſſy defrauded, 
that it is neceſſary to give a Specimen or 

two thereof, ix. 7 . 


I. As to the Officers and Soldiers. If 
Piſtoles are ſent from hence, and paid to 
them at Twenty-eight Shillings in the 


S 


Leeward Iſlands at the Exchange of 140, 
5 0 


= they loſe 22 J. 3 5 8 {Stirling ont of 
every. 100. If they are accounted' to 

9 50, they loſe 17 J. 8 5. 4 d. Ster- 
u out of every 100 J. and ſo on as they 
MuVare aecounted to them under the Par of 
Exchange, as appears by the ſecond Table 


= deduQting F Freigh ht, Infurance and Commiſ- 
Wo. Afion, the ne apt es in POOL 
=— Fitoles. | 
_ cr e 
1 « 9 5 II. A 8 to Om Majeſty" 8 vi Officers, 
—_- ' - whoſe Fees were ſettled under the Currenc 
=o of the Act of 1694, or the Queen's Proel 
mation in PoUNDs, SMILLINGS and PENCE. 
W They are paid in Piſtoles at Twenty-eight 
__ Shillings, if Four- penny Weight, and now 
r Thirty Sbillings and Four-pence, if full 
Weight; for in the Leeward I/lands you re- 
| _ Eeive no other Silver in Payments than a 
ſes Pieces to make up ſome particular Sum. 
No wall theſe Officers, who have not raiſed 
= their Fees in Proportion to the Riſe of the 
—_ : - Coin, have been defrauded” in a moſt no- 
_ - torious Manner, as well as all thofe who 
=. have had Annuities left them, payable in 
W Gold or Silver Money: And for this Pur- 
= : poſe I will ſuppoſea Caſe that ſhall. de- 
Jv Topftrate oth their Loſſes: F or Inſtance. 
= 9} haſt! an e ariſing by an A 
=o , or we Fe ees ſettled: in 1704, that pro- 
EA duced 


. De e 
F 9 


„ Toy 
duced neat 8 which bei 

in legal Money, purchaſed 100 J. Sterling: 
till che Money was raiſed i in 1716 3 bus 
being forc'd ſince to take the Money as 
8 and to remit the ſame to 


London, from 1715 to 1738, the Medium 


of Exchange being for that Time 1604 


what has A. loſt annually in remitting eve - 
ry 100 J.? I anſwer, He has loſt 18 L rg; 


Sterling, which amounts in the whole 
Time to the Sum of 4365); 55. and A. in 


the remitting 100 J. 


Year 1740, the Exchange being 175 l. has 


loſt each Year 24/7. 1 55 5. Sterling. Which 
ofs in remitting 1; 1 
in 8 Vears of no leſs a Sum 


make tog ether a L. 


than 480 J. 155. Sterling, as will ar 
by 18 firſt Table. And, as if 9 
not Hardſhip enough, by way of Severity 
to the Gentlemen of both Profeſſions, 
Civil and Military, the People of Antigua, 


contrary' to a confirmed s).. Law. Have 


raiſed the Proviſions of the Count Country, vias 
Beef from Six-pence per Pound: to Mine- 
pence.;. Feal. and Mutton from Nine-pence 


to One Shillin ug ge per Pound, From whence 
IV 


conclude, the miſerable 
ituation of . thoſe "hula; 1 


= will ea 


* 
* 1 * "a an. 1 8 1 
1 


* 3 
— 2 * 1 


V oblige 


— 


rom 1738 to chis 


' 6blige them to be reſident there, and 
have not the Benefit of ſome Plantation! 
efpecially the poor Soldier, whoſe Miſe- 

ries touch me, and muſt every one 

who conſiders that his daily Pay will 

not purchaſe - him one Pound of Mut- 

ton. Hard Situation for Engliſhmen, in 4 
Country very rich and fertile fince all 

theſe Miſchiefs I have been mentioning, 

intirely flow from raiſing the Money and 5 
the Proviſions of the Country expreſ- „ 
Iy contrary to two 2 Laws : For at | 
| Babbadar, where, the Money is current ac- 
*cording to the 6th of Queen Ann, and the 
Coin is ſtable and fix'd as their Weights | 

and Meaſures (and fo ſhould it be Oey 

where) Anh Provi ſions, ſuch as Beef, Veal, 

Mutton, Pork, and other Neceſfaries of 

Life, are all more than Seventy per Cent. 


- 


cheaper than they are at Antigua. 


- THE Table of Exchanges I have ſub- 
Join'd, Numb. III. between our Plantations 
and London, will ſhew where they have 
raiſed their Money moſt; for 133 J. 65. 84. 
would, in every one, have purchaſed 100 J. 
Sterling, if their Currencies had not ex- 
ceeded thoſe Proportions eſtabliſhed for 
them by Act of Parliament. And where- 
ever Paper Money has prevailed, the Excel- 
lency of that Medium / Trade you will giteſs 


— 
LY 


ä , = 
at, by obſerving the Exchange has roſe in me 
Places to 750, in others up to 1000 l. or 
100 J. Sterling. J 


4 


THUS, Sir, I have given you an Ac- 
count of the Coin and Currency in the 
Leeward Iſlands. The Confuſions T have 
mentioned therein, and thoſe I hear of 
alſo-in the Currencies of our Plantations 
on the Continent of America, cry out for 
Reformation; and their Nature and Great- 
neſs ſeem to me to beſpeak a parliamen- 
tary one. 55 „ 


IT was the Glory of King William's 
Adminiſtration, to reform the Abuſes of 
the Coin of Great Britain, and I hope his 
Majeſty's Adminiſtration will have the 
Honour to reform thoſe of her Colonies. 


THESE iniquitous Practices of clipping 
and raiſing Money, are not peculiar to this 
Age. I find it was a Wickedneſs of old; 
for, turning over - Tu/ly's Offices, I met 
with a Paſſage deſcriptive of the very ſame 
Confuſions in the Roman Money, as are 
introduced now amongſt our Plantations. 
He ſays, Factabatur enim temporibus illis 
* Mummus fic ut nemo poſſet ſcire quid habe- 


& rer, &c. That it was /o varied and toſsd 


« about, that no Man could tell what Money 


HE, tel \ _ 
be pe ud worth till the Roman Magi/tr ates 
* reformed it. We may judge of theGreat- 
neſs of the Evil, by the Gratitude of the 
Roman People, who aſcribing the Cure par- 
ticularly to Gratidianus, that was dane by 
the joint Decree of the Tribunes andPretors, 
they erected Statues, in Honour to him. 
about the Streets, and burnt Frankintence 
and Tapers at every one of them. In 
ſhort, they adored him: And altho' it be 
not the Faſhion of theſe Times uſually by 
Statues to diſtinguiſi Men who, have per- 
formed any eminent Service, or to expreſs 
the Love of the People, yet I doubt not 
but that uſeful and ſignificant Part of the 
People, the Merchants and Traders to the 
Heſt-Indies, will hold in high Henour a 
Legiflature that ſhall redreſs a Grievance 
fo ſenſible to them in the Plantations, as 
the Uncertainty of Payments proceeding 
from the Variations of the Coin; and eve- 
ry Man who way be happily inſtrumental 
of ſuch a Benefit, will have the nobleſt 
Pleaſure in his own Mind, the Conſciouſ- 
neſs of attempting to do a great and pub- 
liek Gd. 33 OO 


Ocfober the 3% © 
zoth, 1739. Jam, &c. 8 
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' Money, bas lg in remitting 109 I. Sterling, by the 1 * a E25 


a 3 rg boned by the Riſe off the Cunraxy. 


8 1 N N 
15 39 Proclamation Mine, when that prevailed purchaſol a Bill of Exchange | 
pic tor 4904. ena. 85 5 LU TS. - 
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 Shewing the Gain the Money Dealers have made by importing Piſtoles from London 10 Antigua. 
Th Neeber 0 8 aniſh Pi oles clipt to Four. penny 15 I 00 Piſoles &. ſent to 3 of 
= "Weight, MP to Bt in Antigua a Bill of Ex- | 5 tigua, current at 28 Shil-] each 1007, 
'- change of 100 J. Sterling, according to the Currency | lings, and accounted for at] accounted 
that they have obtained from 1715 to 1739, calcu- | the following Exchanges, | for at the 
lated from the reſpetive Exchanges during that | vis. foregoing 
Time. 7 2 e | | Exchange. 
: FVV = 11 3 0 5 ot 1 J. . %% LIL 
100 Piſtoles at 3 17 per Ounce, Will co L 5 140 will procure 1, % 
in London 7 * | ook. Bil er Exch. 422 18 4 
107% — — | — — || 82 11 9 At 130 ditto — x7. 8 3 
144 — — — 88 1 10 At 160 ditto——— 11 8 2 
121 —— — —| 93 11 11 At 170 ditto— 6 8 x 
125 ditto — — ——| 96 7 1 At 175 ditto————| 3 12 11 | 
e e — — 00 o o At 161 12 5 ditto —| Par of Ex. 
— CE TABLE 
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Shewing the a: ern Exchanges between our Plantations and London, 


Forte —— 3 1300 

3 5 1 
St. Chri Hopher, Nevis and | Mentſerat — 160 
Jamaica —— — 140 


525 


— 160 


New-England, Paper Money 
New-T ork, ditto 
Pen/z Hoania, ditto 170 
Maryland, ditto — #220 
 South-Caroling, ditto— —— 750 
MNortb- Carolina, ditto — 1000 


| 


J 


| for_100/, Sterling. 


— 


* In Maryland are three Kind of Currencies, Contracts for . paid in Hills of Exchange ; ; 
Contracts for Gold or Silver Currency, accounted at 133 One-third, for 1001. Sterling; Pee 


7 


Currency 220 for 100/, Sterling, as above. F 7 N 
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